
Literary Analysis through Poetry:
Writing Diamante Poems to Help Students Process the Use of Thematic Juxtaposition in

Patrick Hicks’ Novel The Commandant of Lubizec
Contributed by Michelle Fink (michellefink68@gmail.com)

STANDARDS: Reading-Key Ideas & Details: CCRA.R.2-Determine central ideas or themes of a text and analyze
their development.; Craft & Structure: R.4 -Interpret words and phrases as they are used in a text including
determining technical, connotative, and figurative meaning ( and analyze how specific word choice shapes meaning
or tone.) Writing-Production & Distribution of: CCRA.W.4;W.5;W.6-Produce clear and coherent writing in which the
development, organization and style are appropriate to task, purpose, and audience; Develop and strengthen writing
as needed by planning, revising, editing, rewriting, or trying a new approach; Use technology, including the Internet, to
produce and publish writing and to interact and collaborate with others.Range of: W.10-Write routinely...for a range
of tasks, purposes, and audiences. Speaking & Listening-Comprehension & Collaboration: CCRA.SL.3- Evaluate a
speaker’s ...use of... rhetoric; Presentation of Knowledge and Ideas: CCRA.SL.6- Adapt speech to a variety of
contexts and communicative tasks, demonstrating command of formal English... Language-Vocabulary Acquisition
and Use: CCRA.L.5-Demonstrate understanding of...word relationships, and nuances in word meanings.

OBJECTIVES: After reading and discussion of Chapters 1-9, The student will:
1. (If not previously done, Determine OR) Review chapter/book themes, citing evidence to support author’s

conveyance of said themes.
2. Create a Diamante Poem manipulating word choices from both the text and student’s own analysis of

related connotations, denotations, and nuance, demonstrating awareness of the chosen themes and tone.
3. Collaborate with others over a course of 3 class periods to produce,  publish, and present their poem using

a variety of technology tools to give and receive feedback on the writing process.
4. Visually and Aurally present their poem demonstrating standard elements of Public Speaking (i.e. Posture,

Projection, Pronunciation, Enunciation, etc)

MATERIALS needed/supplements:
● List of Themes & Potential Thematic Juxtapositions: (use only as reference to prompt students’

contributions if they struggle to find themes or primary source words for their poem(s). Beauty/Beautiful VS.
Ugliness/Ugly-Nature, pg 17,18,30,32,96 VS. The Processing of “Units”, pg. 17 and The Roasts, Pgs 95-101;
Presence/Absence- pg.25; Man/Monster/Murderer- pgs. 20,32,35,94; Hell-pg.4 (The Hell of Lubizec), VS.
Heaven-pg 26 (The Gates of Heaven) Lies/Truth-pg 37,deception/euphemism pgs.24,.58; Humans/Beasts-
according to Commandant Guth-pg. 87 and throughout Chs. 1-9 OR according to Chaim pg.45; Names-pgs 9,
11, 15,97, “once-beloved” pg.7 VS. Numbers Chapter 6 pgs. 62-75, esp. pgs. 71,75.

● Student Handout: Thematic Review/Identification of Juxtaposed “opposite” Themes/ Blank Diamante poem
form and description of Assignment

● Student access to word processing platform such as Microsoft Word or Google Docs to write, share and
present complete poem.

● Student access to Thesauri and Dictionaries.
● Teacher Example Poem -- preferably, created by the teacher in real time to model the process. ONLY use

provided examples when substitute teaching.. Recommend NOT using provided examples for
MAN/MONSTER & NAMES/NUMBERS as these are primary Juxtaposed Themes which students may
choose.

ASSESSMENT: Teacher of Record will employ their own, already established rubrics for Writing, Speaking, Peer
Feedback, and Completion of Student Handout & Poem



PROCEDURE: Adapt the procedure with language and expectations appropriate to specific grade/advancement level.

Opening: Objective #1
NOTE: If themes have been discussed
as each chapter is read, the lesson may
proceed with a quick review of
previously discussed themes, moving
directly into which themes have been
juxtaposed. Additionally, for advanced
groups, a of the use of irony as a
literary device could be entertained

Hook: Instead of a 7th Inning
Stretch, we are going to take a 9th
Chapter Breather(you can use the
parallel word of your choice,
Break/Intermission, etc) Dealing with
the subject of Extermination Camps,
Patrick HIcks has given us a lot to
process. Over the next several class
periods, we are going to take some
time to reflect on the various
themes he has presented to us in
Chapters 1-9.

1. Direct students to
handout/multi-media tech
presentation to complete
theme compilation and
Juxtaposition elements.

Body: Objectives #2, #3,
and #4

Day 1--Produce: Using own Choice
of Themes, demonstrate creation of
Teacher example poem (use own
original work or  the “Life/Death”
juxtaposition.  Depending on level of
students, demonstrate, talk through
procedure or refer students to
Thesaurus to refine word
choices.Release students to work
time, circulating around room to
observe and assist as needed.
Day  2-Revise & Publish: Pair or
group students together to
collaborate on revisions.  (Social
Distancing: have students share on
Classroom platform, and assign
groups via online chats.) Allow time
for revision, and visual publishing
Day 3--Present: Each student will
present their poem visually and
orally. Record presentations for
teacher review, or have students
record online as part of the process.
Have students evaluate each
presentation with a rubric you
provide, appropriate to the
processes.

Day 1 Homework: Generate lists of
synonyms and antonyms reflecting
various nuances and connotations
of current words in draft one of your
poem.

Day 2: Coursework/Homework:
Finalize Poem presentation via the
designated tech platform.

Practice oral presentation of your
poem, taking into consideration
elements of Public Speaking as
indicated on the provided Speaking
Rubric.

Closing(s): Formative Assessments:
Day One- Completed rough draft of
Diamante poem either on paper or
shared document.
Day Two- Provided feedback on at
least two other student’s drafts.

Summative Assessment: Day Three-
Presentation of Visual and Oral
versions of Poem; Written Peer
Evaluation of verbal presentations
using Teacher-of-Record provided
Peer Eval forms.



Name:________________________________
Class: __________Period:_____
Date Due:__________________

Literary Analysis through Poetry Writing
1. Review/Identification of Themes in Chapters One through Nine:

Theme Supporting Passage/Quotation Page/❡ #

2. From the above list, choose two themes that you believe the author has specifically
juxtaposed. Provide evidence from the text to support your choices.

Theme #1: _____________________  Theme # 2: _________________

Evidence:_________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________



3. Day One--Produce: Write A Poem using the Diamante Poem Form--Process: Insert Theme
1 on top line, and insert Theme 2 on the bottom line of the form.  Then, from your reading and
discussion notes, select words or consult a Thesaurus to research related words  that fit both
the Part of Speech indicated and provide description of the appropriate Theme, showing
awareness of nuance and connotation, whether positive, negative or neutral.

_____________
NOUN One (Theme 1)

_______________     ______________
2 Adjectives describing NOUN One

________________    _______________   ______________
3 Verbs describing NOUN One

_________________   _________________   ________________ _________________
2 Nouns describing NOUN One : 2 Nouns describing NOUN Two

________________    _______________   ______________
3 Verbs describing NOUN Two

_______________     ______________
2 Adjectives describing NOUN Two

_______________
NOUN Two (Theme 2)

4. Space for Vocabulary Research:

5. Turn in a copy of your first draft by the end of day one. Homework: Continue research
on Synonyms and Antonyms that describe your chosen Thematic Juxtaposition



6. Day Two-- Revise & Publish: Collaborate with assigned group, reviewing each other’s
poems.  Continue revision process.  Complete publication to online share platform as
designated by your teacher.  Practice your oral presentation of your complete poem for next
class period.  Consult the Rubric as you prepare for the Oral Interpretation of your poem.

Teacher of Record: Insert your Oral Presentation/Speaking Rubric here for student use

7. Day Three--Present your Finished Creation!
Give Feedback to you Peers using the Comment Form provided by your Teacher.



Diamante Poems by Michelle R. Fink,
inspired by The Commandant of Lubizec by Patrick Hicks

(General)
LIFE

Vibrant, Hopeful
Breathing, Dreaming, Laughing

Growth, Choices, Changes, Loss
Crying, Remembering, Constricting

Resigned, Stagnant
DEATH

Do Not Share the following with students so as to potentially influence choices.
For inspiration/reflection purposes only.

(Chapter 6)
NAMES

Unique, Beloved
Living, Sharing, Loving

Family, Friends, Creatures, Cargo
Fearing, Grasping, Dying

Despised, Faceless
NUMBERS

(Chapters 7-8)
MAN

Beloved, Warm
Nurturing, Forgiving, Dreaming

Father, Husband, Soldier, Architect
Calculating, Blaming, Murdering

Cold, Detached
MONSTER


