
Chapter 8 - Ancillary Lesson Plan
Objectives SWBAT investigate the origins of the University of Hamburg. SWBAT ask questions

about higher education and the rise of the Nazi party in Germany. SWBAT reflect on
(through writing) how Nazism affected education in Germany through and after 1933.

SWBAT complete an independent research and reflective assignment about the power
and pitfalls of education.

Materials Needed /
Supplements

1-to-1 devices, wifi
Access to Google Docs

Procedure This ancillary lesson would take place over the course of two days. The first day would
have the “mini lesson” specific to University of Hamburg / Nazi Germany. The second
day would be a full lesson / work day for independent research and reflection.

DAY ONE:
1. Students will work through the Webquest questions about the University of

Hamburg. As they read, they will jot down questions / ideas that come to mind
during the Webquest to use later.

2. Students will complete the reflective writing prompt about Nazism and
education in Germany through and after 1933.

DAY TWO:
1. Students will use a choice board to choose a topic for independent research

and reflection surrounding the power and pitfalls of education.
2. Students will complete independent research (during class time) to obtain a

basic understanding of their chosen topic. An optional chart for taking notes
will be provided to students.

3. Students will use Canva.com to create an infographic explaining their topic, to
be posted and shared with their classmates.

4. Students will write a reflective response comparing what they researched to
what they believe about education today.

Assessment Formative:
-webquest questions
-reflective writing prompt about Nazisim / education
-informal notes during research
Summative:
-infographic
-reflective response

Standards RI.11-12.1
RI.11-12.2
RI.11-12.3
W.11-12.2
W.11-12.6
W.11-12.7
L.11-12.1
L.11-12.2



DAY ONE WEBQUEST:

Webquest Questions for Students

Question Answer

In Chapter 8 of The Commandant of
Lubizec, why does Guth enroll at the
University of Hamburg?

When was the University of Hamburg
founded?

How did Mayor Werner von Melle go
about structuring the University of
Hamburg?

What schools originally populated the
University of Hamburg?

What happened in 1933 that changed the
University of Hamburg?

Explain what happened on May 1st, 1933:

What political influence (and therefore
power) does the Nazi Party have in
education in Germany?

STUDENT questions / ponderings as you
read and complete the Webquest:

Notes to TEACHER:

● Page 93: Guth enrolls at University of Hamburg after returning from WWI. He joins the Nazi Party in

1931 after hearing Hitler, then a politician, speak on the radio.

● Background on University of Hamburg: https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Hamburg

○ Founded March 28, 1919 (just after WWI)

○ Mayor Werner von Melle passed education reform establishing both the university and an adult

high school

○ Schools include Law and Political Science, Medicine, Philosophy, and Natural Sciences

○ Enrollment grew quickly with several thousand students

● Academic situation shift in 1933:

○ After the General Election of 1933

○ May 1st, 1933, university holds ceremony honoring Hitler as its leader

■ Massive political influence of Nazi Party: removal of books from libraries, harassment of

alleged enemies of the regime

● 50 scientists immediately forced to leave the university

○ University closed during WWII, reopened in 1945

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/University_of_Hamburg


DAY ONE WRITING PROMPT:

Writing Prompt for Students

In a well-developed paragraph, answer the following prompt. You may include your own questions and /
or ponderings from the Webquest as well.

In what ways did Nazism affect education in Germany? Think about what students are allowed to do, what
professors are allowed to do, what choices families have during this time.



DAY TWO CHOICE BOARD:

Choice Board for Students (teachers could add/remove topics as they see fit)

Teach for America Native American Boarding
Schools

Gentrification of
neighborhood schools

Charter schools in
Michigan

Schools in Japanese
Internment Camps

K-12 Education (business)

DAY TWO INDEPENDENT RESEARCH LOG:

Independent Research Log (optional)

What is the topic?

Explain the topic in three or less
sentences:

Who founded it?

When did it happen? Does it still
exist today?

What does it say its mission or
purpose is?

What is the geographical scope of
the topic? Local, state, national,
worldwide?

What is POWERFUL about your
topic?

What is a PITFALL about your
topic?

Other misc student notes:



DAY TWO CANVA INFOGRAPHIC:

Instructions for Student-Created Infographic

If your students have never created an infographic, I would start by having them read an article or two about

infographics. Here are few that I recommend:

● https://venngage.com/blog/what-is-an-infographic/

● https://www.nngroup.com/articles/designing-effective-infographics/

● https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/best-infographics-2016

● https://www.outbrain.com/help/advertisers/infographics/

1. Log into https://www.canva.com/ with your K12 Google account.

2. In the “Design Anything” search bar, type Infographic

a. The dimensions should say 800 x 2000 px

3. Title your Infographic accordingly

4. Choose or upload a background

5. Using “Text”, add a title onto the Infographic itself

6. Using “Elements”, start creating your infographic

a. Shapes, Lines, Charts, Frames, Stickers, etc.

7. Using “Text” type concise words and phrases to support the graphics on your infographic

8. Remember that infographics use intentional graphics and intentional words- they should be visually

appealing and easy to read. The aesthetic matters!

9. When done, “Download” as a JPG file

10. Submit your JPG file into the Schoology assignment

https://venngage.com/blog/what-is-an-infographic/
https://www.nngroup.com/articles/designing-effective-infographics/
https://blog.hubspot.com/marketing/best-infographics-2016
https://www.outbrain.com/help/advertisers/infographics/
https://www.canva.com/


DAY TWO REFLECTIVE RESPONSE:

Reflective Response comparing what they researched to what they believe about education today.

In a well-developed paragraph, answer the following prompt.

How does what you learned about your independent research topic compare and contrast with what you
know and experience in education today?


