
Melissa Olson
Independent Research/Lesson Plan

Objective:
Create a timeline of events worldwide from 1939-1942 that do not pertain to World War II.

Materials:
access to technology to research
a medium to assemble the timeline (Google Slides or another program/media)

Procedure:
Opening:

While millions of people were being killed in Europe, life continued as “normal” for many people
worldwide.  Besides World War II,  what else was happening from 1939-1942?  Brainstorm possible
categories to research events from this time frame?
(Examples:  movies, music, sports, literature, etc.)
Discuss rubric.

Body:
Using the brainstorming ideas, conduct research to create a timeline of events that occurred from
1939-1942.  Only include events that are not directly related to World War II.  Organize the events using
the medium of choice.  Include 8-10 events with a short description and picture for each.
(Examples:  Lou Gehrig retired from baseball in 1939; The first Captain America comic book was
published in 1940; Bambi was released in 1942; St. Louis Cardinals won the World Series in 1942.
http://www.thepeoplehistory.com; https://www.onthisday.com; https://www.history.com)

Closing:
Present the timeline.
Assess using the timeline rubric.

Assessment:
Attached rubric

Standards:
8.W.2, 8.W.7

http://www.thepeoplehistory.com/1940.html
https://www.onthisday.com/events/date/1940
https://www.history.com/this-day-in-history/first-televised-major-league-baseball-game


Timeline Rubric

Requirement Points Possible

Each event is labeled with a year and a short description. _____ / 15

Each slide contains a relevant picture. _____ / 10

The timeline is in the correct order. _____ / 5

The timeline contains no grammatical errors. _____ / 5

Research is credible and cited on works cited slide. _____ / 5

Total Points _____ / 40


