
Lesson Name: “Tale of Two Commandants”
Teacher: Mr. Cruz

Subject: 9th Grade English

Lesson Plan
Class Standards

and plans
Tuesday
7/28/20

50 minutes

ELA 1 Class
Activities

● Beginning of Class (BoC)=
○ While the instructor takes attendance, students will come to class ready to answer the

pre-activity question in their journals: What motivates Guth to be such a deceptive person?
(5 min)

○ As we transition into the MoC activity, students will write a new heading on the next
blank page in their journals. Meanwhile, the instructor will distribute that activity’s
handout to all students. (2 min)

● Middle of Class (MoC)=
○ Instructor will ask volunteers who would like to share what response they came up with

(2 min)
○ The instructor will explain that the graphic organizer is there to help students collect

their thoughts as they examine the similarities between Commandant Guth and
Commandant Hoss. (2 min)

■ Instructor explains how, even though this novel is a work of fiction, it was very
much modeled after real-life events, places, and people.

○ If needed, the instructor can allocate time to address/re-address the class’s annotation



techniques. (2 min)
■ “Remember, when we come across an important word or phrase: circle it. When you

come across a word you don’t know: write a question mark besides it. When you find a
critically important passage: highlight it…”

○ Based on readiness levels and interest levels, students will be grouped together and
different tasks will be assigned (25 min)

■ If there are groups of three, have one student be in charge of reading/annotating
the Commandant Hoss excerpt, one student look back at the first nine chapters
of The Commandant of Lubizec to find stand-out moments from the text, and one
student to document these findings onto one of the group’s graphic organizers
to share to the whole class.

● End of Class (EoC)=
○ Group representatives will share aloud one similarity they found between the excerpt

from Commandant Hoss’s journal and Guth in The Commandant of Lubizec (9 min)
○ Clean-up (3 min)

Supplementary
Materials

- Teacher’s copy of The Commandant of Lubizec
- SMART/Promethean Board (optional)
- Markers
- Slideshow (optional) to present directions and background information
- Access to printer to print off (1) graphic organizers and (2) extract from Rudolf Hoss

Materials
Needed

- Student copy of The Commandant of Lubizec by Patrick Hicks
- Teacher-provided graphic organizer
- Writing instrument
- Daily Journal

Prior
Knowledge

● What have I learned/What do I know about the Holocaust thus far?
● What motivates Guth to be such a deceptive person?

Focuses - Content will focus on the first nine chapters of the text.
- Annotation skills
- Compare/Contrast
- Close reading



Standards

Assessment
+

Depth of
Knowledge

Levels

- 9-10.SL.1 Initiate and participate effectively in a variety of collaborative discussions
(one-on-one, in groups, and teacher-led) on grades 9–10 topics, texts, and issues, building
on others’ ideas and expressing their own clearly and persuasively.

- 9-10.RL.9 Analyze a variety of related literary texts and evaluate how an author draws on,
alludes to, or transforms source material to provide a deeper and more thorough
interpretation of the text.

Student mastery of standards will be measured through:
- Evidence of students’ annotation skills being used. (DOK 1)
- Completion of graphic organizer. (DOK 2)
- Comparing and contrasting two similarly represented figures. (DOK 3)
- Presenting findings to the whole class. (DOK 1)



Graphic Organizer

Tale of Two Commandants Activity
Names:_______________
Date:________________
Period:_______________

Directions: In your groups, have one person be the designated scribe/communicator to present your group’s
findings to the class. This person is responsible for writing the names of their group partners and for turning
in their group’s copy of the work. Have another person be responsible for going back into the first nine
chapters of The Commandant of Lubizec and fill in key quotes from the book that answers the pre-activity
question: What motivates Commandant Guth to be so deceptive towards others? The third group member will be
responsible for reading and annotating the excerpt from Commandant Hess’s journal and will write down
some observations and reactions to what he writes. The group will then work together to determine what
makes both Commandant Guth and Commandant Hess so uniquely similar and different. The group’s scribe
will present their group’s findings in the final moments of class.

Partner 1: Scribe/Communicator
Partner 2: Write down what motivates Commandant Guth to be a deceptive person in the left-side of the

Venn Diagram
Partner 3: Write down key characteristics about Commandant Hess in the right-side of the Venn Diagram



Commandant Guth Commandant Hess



Extract From Written Evidence of Rudolf Hoss, Commander of the
Auschwitz Extermination Camp

In the summer of 1941, I cannot remember the exact date, I was suddenly summoned to the Reichsfuhrer SS,* directly
by his adjutant's office. Contrary to his usual custom, Himmler received me without his adjutant being present and said

in effect:
"The Fuhrer has ordered that the Jewish question be solved once and for all and that we, the SS, are to implement that

order.
The existing extermination centers in the East are not in a position to carry out the large Aktionen which are anticipated.

I have therefore earmarked Auschwitz for this purpose, both because of its good position as regards communications
and because the are can easily be isolated and camouflaged. At first I thought of calling in a senior SS officer for this job,

but I changed my mind in order to avoid difficulties concerning the terms of reference. I have now decided to entrust
this task to you. It is difficult and onerous and calls for complete devotion notwithstanding the difficulties that may

arise. You will learn further details from Sturmbannfuhrer Eichmann of the Reich Security Main Office who will call on
you in the immediate future.

The departments concerned will be notified by me in due course. You will treat this order as absolutely secret, even
from your superiors. After you talk with Eichmann you will immediately forward to me the plans for the projected

installations.
The Jews are the sworn enemies of the German people and must be eradicated. Every Jew that we can lay our hands on
is to be destroyed now during the war, without exception. If we cannot now obliterate the biological basis of Jewry, the

Jews will one day destroy the German people.”
On receiving these grave instructions, I returned forthwith to Auschwitz, without reporting to my superior at

Oranienburg.
Shortly afterwards Eichmann came to Auschwitz and disclosed to me the plans for the operations as they affected the

various countries concerned. I cannot remember the exact order in which they were to take place. First was to come the
eastern part of Upper Silesia and the neighboring parts of Polish territory under German rule, then, depending on the



situation, simultaneously Jews from Germany and Czechoslovakia, and finally the Jews from the West: France, Belgium
and Holland. He also told me the approximate number of transports that might be expected, but I can no longer

remember these.
We discussed the ways and means of effecting the extermination. This could only be done by gassing, since it would
have been absolutely impossible to dispose by shooting of the large numbers of people that were expected, and it

would have placed too heavy a burden on the SS men who had to carry it out, especially because of the women and
children among the victims.

Eichmann told me about the method of killing people with exhaust gases in lorries, which had previously been used in
the East. But there was no question of being able to use this for the mass transports that were due to arrive in

Auschwitz. Killing with showers of carbon monoxide while bathing, as was done with mental patients in some places in
the Reich, would necessitate too many buildings and it was also very doubtful whether the supply of gas for such a vast
number of people would be available. We left the matter unresolved. Eichmann decided to try and find a gas which was
in ready supply and which would not entail special installations for its use, and to inform me when he had done so. We

inspected the area in order to choose a likely spot. We decided that a peasant farmstead situated in the north-west
corner of what later became the third building sector at Birkenau would be the most suitable. It was isolated and

screened by woods and hedges, and it was also not far from the railway. The bodies could be placed in long, deep pits
dug in the nearby meadows. We had not at that time thought of burning the corpses. We calculated that after

gas-proofing the premises then available, it would be possible to kill about 800 people simultaneously with a suitable
gas. These figures were borne out later in practice.

Eichmann could not then give me the starting date for the operation because everything was still in the preliminary
stages and the Reichsfuhrer SS had not yet issued the necessary orders.

Eichmann returned to Berlin to report our conversation to the Reichsfuhrer SS.
A few days later I sent to the Reichsfuhrer SS by courier a detailed location plan and description of the installation. I

have never received an acknowledgement or a decision on my report. Eichmann told me later that the Reichsfuhrer SS
was in agreement with my proposals...

R. Hoss, Commandant of Auschwitz The Autobiography of Rudolf Hoss, London, 1961, pp. 206-208.
* Heinrich Himmler.
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