
Toys and Games in WWII



Warm Up

Write about your favorite toy or game from when you were a 
kid. Practice using details to write about your toy/game!



Toys and Games in WWII

● No electronics
● Most supplies were used up in the war effort
● Children provided their own entertainment outside of 

school



Lots of toys were war-based, like this tank, green army men, or this airplane 



Toys for little kids



Kids played pretend house and school - maybe you did too?



Paper was cheap and not rationed by the war - paper dolls were a great option!



Jigsaw puzzles - another paper-based way to pass the time!



Board games - snakes and ladders, monopoly, 
and candyland



Some games could be played with the neighbor kids - like marbles or jacks



Sometimes toys were too expensive, so kids made their own. This child is enjoying 
rolling a hoop down the road with a stick



You must now think like a 
kid living through WWII and 
get creative - you will 
make up your own game using 
the materials in front of 
you.

Your Task:

Requirements:

● Game must not require 
electricity

● Can be for any age
● Be able to explain how 

to play your game or how 
to play with your toy - 
you will do so by the 
end of class



Exit ticket question: which of these toys/games 
would Karl like to play with most? Write one 

sentence explaining your answer.


