Jennifer Lofswold
Grade level: 9-12

Conscientious Objectors during WWII

Objectives: After reading the chapter “Numbers,” students will explore actual conscientious
objectors to Nazi Germany during WWII and discuss their impact on history. The class will
focus on Franz Jagerstatter.

Standards:

9-10.W.7 Conduct short as well as more sustained research projects to answer a question
(including a self-generated question) or solve a problem; narrow or broaden the inquiry when
appropriate; synthesize multiple sources on the subject, demonstrating understanding of the
subject under investigation.

9-10.W.8 Gather relevant information from multiple authoritative print and digital sources, using
advanced searches effectively; assess the usefulness of each source in answering the research
question; integrate information into the text selectively to maintain the flow of ideas, avoiding
plagiarism and following a standard format for citation.

9-10.SL.4 Present information, findings, and supporting evidence clearly, concisely, and logically
such that listeners can follow the line of reasoning and the organization, development,
substance, and style are appropriate to purpose, audience, and task.

9-10.RL.10 By the end of the year, read and comprehend literary nonfiction and informational
text in the grades 9—-10 text complexity with guidance and support as needed independently and
proficiently.

Materials Needed:
General classroom supplies, computers, The Hidden Life (film)

Procedure:
Opening:

e Have students discuss the way that the characters in The Commandant of Lubizec
objected or resisted the German policies and officials. Have groups make a list and
present the elements of resistance. Where these actions meaningful and effective?
Share with the class.

Body:

e Have students research conscientious objectors during WWII in both American and
Germany. How did each country respond to objectors? What was the effect on the war
effort? What were the German punishments for objectors? Groups will put together
slideshow presentation of the information they found.

e The class as a whole will discuss Franz Jagerstatter and his story. We will watch clips
from A Hidden Life to show the long-term implications of his story.
https://www.dw.com/en/a-hidden-life-the-tale-of-an-austrian-who-refused-to-serve-hitler/a
-51613073



https://www.dw.com/en/a-hidden-life-the-tale-of-an-austrian-who-refused-to-serve-hitler/a-51613073
https://www.dw.com/en/a-hidden-life-the-tale-of-an-austrian-who-refused-to-serve-hitler/a-51613073

Closing:

e The class will discuss Jagerstatter’s story and the impact of his fight. Are stories like his
important for the narrative of WWII? How does his story compare to stories within The
Commandant of Lubizec?

e Students will write a 1-2 page reflection on objectors during WWII and Jagerstatter’s
story, focusing on the effects of stories of people who stood in opposition to the Nazi

party.

Assessment:
Students will be assessed based on their slideshow research and their reflection paper following
the lesson.



