
The Commandant of Lubizec Lesson Plan

Why Name Guth’s Wife “Jasmine”?

Objectives:

1. To research the meaning and symbolism of the word/name Jasmine
2. To connect the research to the character of Jasmine in The Commandant of Lubizec
3. To make a claim about the author’s choice of the name Jasmine in The Commandant of

Lubizec
4. To write a persuasive paragraph about the use of the name Jasmine in The Commandant of

Lubizec
Materials needed/supplements

1. Text of The Commandant of Lubizec
2. Computer and Internet

Procedure (opening, body, closing)
Opening

● Begin with a brief discussion of the character of “Jasmine”. Extract details about what is
known about this character at this time. Create a chart of direct and indirect characterization.

Body
1. Present the instructions for the research and writing assignment to students in a Google

Slides.
2. Share a Google Slides Research Quest with each group of students.
3. Students complete the Research Quest on the name “Jasmine”
4. Items on the Research Quest

● Insert 3 photos of “Jasmine”
● Research/Document facts about the plant “Jasmine”
● Research/Document facts about the origins of the name “Jasmine”
● Research the popularity of the name ‘Jasmine” during the time period of Jasmine’s

birth through World War II

5. Students discuss the results of their research quest and potential claims and main points for
the persuasive paragraph.

Closing
1. Class comes back to the large group and they share details they discovered about

“Jasmine”.
2. Create a brainstorming chart with characteristics of Jasmine’s character and researched

information about the word Jasmine and the associations with it.
3. Make sure everyone has the foundation of details to write the persuasive paragraph as a

homework assignment.



Assessment
1. Write a persuasive paragraph with a claim about the author’s use of the name Jasmine. Use

synthesize details from the text with research on the name Jasmine to draw your
conclusions. (Rubric included at the end of the lesson plan).

2. Example Claims:
● The character name of Jasmine in The Commandant of Lubizec provides a paradox

to the brutal events in the novel.
● Patrick Hicks’ choice to name Guth’s wife Jasmine provides contrasting symbolism

to brutality of the events in Lubizec.
Standards
9-10.RL.4 Determine the meaning of words and phrases as they are used in the text, including
figurative and connotative meanings; analyze the impact of specific word choices on meaning and
tone (e.g., how the language evokes a sense of time and place; how it sets a formal or informal tone)

Persuasive Paragraph : Why Choose the Name Jasmine?

Writing Trait 0= did not
attempt

1=Several areas
for improvement

2=Minor errors or
areas for
improvement

3= met or
exceeded
expectations

Establishes a
claim about the
text and the
research of the
name Jasmine

Includes three
reasons to
support the claim

Includes 3 pieces
of evidence from
research or text
to support
reasons

Demonstrates
understanding of
the text and
research

Demonstrates
skill in the usage
of writing
conventions




